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My theory 
and Miller's experiments 

by Professor Albert Einstein 
 

The Berlin correspondent of the Hearst-Presse D. D. Tolijchus (?), cables his 
newspapers the following article in response to the doubts of the relativity theory 
which have been raised by the experiments of professor Dayton C. Miller in 
America. We are publishing this article by permission of the American company. 

 
Since the experiments of D. Miller are presently the main focus of attention, I deem it 

appropriate to voice my opinion of the significance of these experiments in this public venue. 
If the results of Miller's experiments should indeed be confirmed, the relativity theory 

could not be upheld. Because in that case, the experiments would question, that with reference to 
the coordinate system of a suitable state of movement (earth), the vacuum speed of light was 
dependent upon direction.  Thus the principle of the constancy of the speed of light would have 
been proven wrong, which constitutes one of the two cornerstones of the theory.  However, in my 
opinion there is hardly any probability of Mr. Miller being right. His results are irregular and 
rather suggest a yet undetected source of error than a systematic effect. Furthermore, Miller's 
results are actually hardly credible because they claim the speed of light was strongly dependent 
upon altitude above sea level. A German physician (Tomaschek) also recently undertook an 
electrical experiment at considerable altitude above sea level (Tronton-Noble experiment), whose 
result contradicts Miller's result insofar as it speaks for the absence of an "aether wind" at high 
altitudes. 

To summarize: if you, dear reader, wanted to use this interesting scientific situation to 
make a bet, I recommend you bet that Miller's experiments will prove faulty, or that his results 
have nothing to do with an "aether wind". I myself would be quite happy to put my money on 
that. 
 
 
 
English Translation by Daniela-Sabina Bruckner, who also noted how, at this time in the German-
speaking world, use of professional titles such as “Professor” or “Professor Dr.” was given 
considerable importance.  The fact that Einstein refers to Dayton Miller as “Mr.” or elsewhere 
without reference to his professional standing, raises questions about AE’s attitude towards 
Miller.  For more quotations revealing of Einstein’s attitude and behavior towards those whose 
experiments challenged his relativity theory, see the paper by James DeMeo: “Dayton Miller’s 
Ether-Drift Experiments: A Fresh Look”:  http://www.orgonelab.org/miller.htm 
 
 


