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Addendum to the Desert Drought Map 
 
This paper, originally published in 1989, addressed a number of 
environmental issues of the day, including the somewhat established view 
that deserts were expanding globally.  I no longer fully accept this view, 
given more recent information indicating the Sahara, for one major example, 
is beginning to turn towards slightly wetter conditions.  This appears to be 
associated with larger climate cycles, perhaps correlated causally with global 
temperature variations, which rose through the 1980s and 90s.   Since 1998, 
a peak El Niño year, global temperatures have leveled off or even slightly 
declined, and a “wet Sahara” may turn out to be the factor which halted 
global desert expansion as recorded in prior years. 
 
Nevertheless, the Desert Drought Map and other factors discussed in this 
paper retain their validity and importance.  My subseqent publications in 
later years reflect this change of views, based upon newer evidence. 
 
James DeMeo, PhD 
Ashland, Oregon, USA 
September 2013  
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